increase in prevalence of ASD have included more inclusive definitions, improved recognition of the symptoms, greater parental concern, and possible epigenetic factors and modifications of gene expression. The theory that the measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine and thimerosol were responsible for the apparent increased prevalence of autism has largely been put to rest (Madsen KM et al. Pediatrics 2003;112:604-606; Smeeth L et al. Lancet 2004;364:963-969 
BROCA'S AREA ASYMMETRY AND LANGUAGE DEFICITS IN

AUTISM
The asymmetry of frontal language cortex in boys with autism, previously reported, was investigated further in a sample of 22 boys with autism compared to 9 boys with specific language impairment (SLI) and 11 normal controls, in a study at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School, Boston. Of the boys with autism, 16 were language impaired (ALI) and 6 had normal language ability (ALN) . Their ages ranged from 6.2 to 13.4 years; they were all right-handed. As predicted, MRI brain scans showed group differences in volumetric asymmetry in language-related regions in inferior lateral frontal (Broca's area) and posterior superior temporal cortex. Language impaired boys with autism (ALI) and boys with SLI both had significant reversal of asymmetry in frontal language-related cortex. Language-related areas were larger on the right side in both ALI and SLI groups and larger on the left in both normal language groups. The boys with unimpaired language and autism (ALN) had similar asymmetry to that of control groups. Broca's area asymmetry reversal is correlated more with language impairment than with autism. The findings strengthen a proposed phenotypic link between ALI and SLI in boys. COMMENT. The abnormal asymmetry in language-related brain areas in boys with specific language impairment (SLI) or language impairment and autism is more closely related to language impairment than to autism. The authors conclude that their findings support the hypothesis of a common neurobiological basis of language impairment in autism and SLI. Language function is variable but is often impaired in autism. Autistic children with impaired language have a similar profile of language impairment to that of SLI, and a common genetic linkage is likely (Kjelgaard MM, Tager-Flusberg H, 2001 (23/32 [72%]). The age of diagnosis was earlier in the probable group (11.3 years; range 6-15) than the definite group (13.9 years; range 5-17; p=0.04), but otherwise, no differences were found between the two groups. All patients met the diagnostic criteria for RLS as defined by the National Institutes of Health workshop (Allen RP, et al. Sleep Med 2003; 4:101-119) . These include an urge to move the legs, accompanied by unpleasant sensation in the legs, worsened by periods of inactivity, relieved by movement, occurring mainly at night, complicated by sleep disturbance, and a positive family history. The average duration of follow-up was 12.3 months (range 1-44). Sleep onset or sleep maintenance insomnia was the most common complaint occurring in 28 of 32 (87.5%) patients, inattentiveness was present in 25%, limb movements observed during sleep as a presenting symptom in 31%, chronic fatigue in 28%, and sleep walking in 9.3%. A
